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persuade their wary voters to pass such
bond referendums or raise local taxes,
though, there’s often little hope of
change. Until the last few years, the
plight of state and local leaders had
not received much attention from
Washington. Last year we came to-
gether to respond to their call by fund-
ing a $1.2 billion grant program and
this year we should come together
again and pass legislation that con-
tinues our commitment to help local
districts with their repair and renova-
tion needs.

It is a tragedy that so many of our
Nation’s students attend schools in
crumbling and unsafe facilities. Ac-
cording to the American Institute of
Architects, one in every three public
schools in America needs major repair.
The American Society of Civil Engi-
neers found school facilities to be in
worse condition than any other part of
our nation’s infrastructure.

The problem is particularly acute in
some high-poverty schools, where inad-
equate roofs, electrical systems, and
plumbing place students and school
employees at risk. Last month I visited
the Westford Public School District in
Massachusetts. School facilities were a
big concern for this semi-rural town
which has seen its student population
sky rocket in recent years, but has not
experienced comparable property tax
revenues. In order to meet the fiscal
demands of new school construction,
the town is foregoing replacement of
large, drafty windows from the early
1950s and is relying on pre-fab trailers
to serve as an elementary school.

The Wilson Middle School in Natick,
MA was built for approximately 500
students and currently houses 625. The
school has no technical infrastructure,
it has no electrical wiring to allow the
integration of computers in the class-
room. The classrooms are 75 percent of
the size of contemporary classrooms
and were built with chairs and desks
fixed to floor. Classrooms like these
make it near-impossible for teachers to
use modern-day teaching methods
which rely heavily on student collabo-
ration and interaction. The school also
lacks science laboratories, making it
impossible for students to do hands-on
work and experiments.

Natick High School, like many aging
school buildings around the Common-
wealth, needs to have its basic infra-
structure updated: electrical wiring,
heating, plumbing and intercom sys-
tems are among the many components
of the school in need of modernization.
Also, the science labs are presently un-
able to meet the demands of updated
state curricula. Natick put in place a
prototype lab, and saw remarkable
changes in students’ interest and abil-
ity to experiment in science.

I am very pleased to be introducing
this legislation today with Senator
HARKIN, and it is my sincere hope that
we can come together again on the
issue of school construction and pass
legislation that addresses this Nation’s
critical need for school repairs and ren-

ovation, and that we can do it as a part
of a broader package of honest and
tough reforms which focus, above all
else, on the goal of empowering our
schools to raise student achievement.
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STATEMENTS ON SUBMITTED
RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 90—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 3, 2001, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL CHILD’S DAY’’

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr. BAYH,
Mr. BOND, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BREAUX,
Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
CLELAND, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. CRAIG, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. DODD, Mr.
DORGAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr.
ENSIGN, Mr. ENZI, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HAGEL,
Mr. HATCH, Mr. HOLLINGS, Mr. INHOFE,
Mr. INOUYE, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. KERRY, Mr. KOHL, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN,
Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. MCCAIN, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, Mr. REID, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr.
SARBANES, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mr. SMITH of Oregon, Ms. SNOWE, Mr.
SPECTER, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. THOMAS,
Mr. THURMOND, Mr. TORRICELLI, Mr.
VOINOVICH, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
WELLSTONE, and Mr. WYDEN) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary

S. RES. 90

Whereas June 3, 2001, the first Sunday of
June, falls between Mother’s Day and Fa-
ther’s Day;

Whereas each child is unique, is a blessing,
and holds a distinct place in the family unit;

Whereas the people of the United States
should celebrate children as the most valu-
able asset of the United States;

Whereas the children represent the future,
hope, and inspiration of the United States;

Whereas the children of the United States
should be allowed to feel that their ideas and
dreams will be respected because adults in
the United States take time to listen;

Whereas many children of the United
States face crises of grave proportions, espe-
cially as they enter adolescent years;

Whereas it is important for parents to
spend time listening to their children on a
daily basis;

Whereas modern societal and economic de-
mands often pull the family apart;

Whereas, whenever practicable, it is impor-
tant for both parents to be involved in their
child’s life;

Whereas encouragement should be given to
families to set aside special time for all fam-
ily members to engage together in family ac-
tivities;

Whereas adults in the United States should
have an opportunity to reminisce about their
youth to recapture some of the fresh insight,
innocence, and dreams that they may have
lost through the years;

Whereas the designation of a day to com-
memorate the children of the United States
will provide an opportunity to emphasize to
children the importance of their developing
an ability to make the choices necessary to
distance themselves from impropriety and to
contribute to their communities;

Whereas the people of the United States
should emphasize to children the importance

of family life, education, and spiritual quali-
ties;

Whereas because children are the responsi-
bility of all people of the United States, ev-
eryone should celebrate children, whose
questions, laughter, and dreams are impor-
tant to the existence of the United States;
and

Whereas the designation of a day to com-
memorate our children will emphasize to the
people of the United States the importance
of the role of the child within the family and
society: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) designates June 3, 2001, as ‘‘National

Child’s Day’’; and
(2) requests the President to issue a procla-

mation calling on the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce a resolution that
designates June 3, 2001, as National
Child’s Day.

National Child’s Day celebrates the
children of this country, recognizing
them as one of our nation’s most valu-
able resources, a resource that should
be cherished and protected. Too often,
we tell the world that children are our
future, and yet our actions do not al-
ways convey our belief in the state-
ment. Children are often made to feel
that their challenges, concerns, and
ideas are not valid. National Child’s
Day shows the children of our country
that we recognize the value of each of
our children and the contributions
they make to this great nation.

It is important therefore, that we es-
tablish a day of national admiration.
This simple, yet important, resolution
will ensure that our children receive
the message of love, support, and en-
couragement they deserve.

Nearly 5 million children return to
an empty home after school each week
while their parents work because most
communities lack adequate after-
school programs. These children are
more likely to engage in a host of risky
behaviors that threaten their future.

Many children face crisis of grave
proportions. Sadly, over 5 million
American children go to bed hungry at
night. There has been an increase in
the number of children in or in need of
foster care services. Our children de-
serve more, and we must make a com-
mitment to reverse these trends. When
we fail to invest in our children, we fail
to invest in our country.

National Child’s Day focuses on chil-
dren’s accomplishments and addresses
their needs. The establishment of a Na-
tional Child’s Day will encourage fami-
lies to spend more quality time to-
gether and will highlight the special
importance of the child in the family
unit.

I urge my colleagues to join me in es-
tablishing June 3, 2001, as National
Child’s Day.

f

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 649. Mr. ENZI (for himself, Ms. SNOWE,
Mr. HAGEL, and Mr. DEWINE) proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 358 submitted
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